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Upcoming Events
April
e Area 1 Envirothon: April 23, 2025 — Kalida Fish and Game Club — Putnam
County
e Area 2 Envirothon: April 9, 2025 — Cooke Wildlife Conservation Park —
Richland County
e Area 3 Envirothon: April 23, 2025 — Shadow Lake Campground — Monroe
County
e Area 4 Envirothon: April 29, 2025 — Lost Creek Reserve — Miami County
April / May
e NACD Stewardship Week: April 26 — May 7, 2025
May
e Area 5 Envirothon: May 9, 2025 — Battelle Darby Creek Metropark — Franklin
County

e Leadership Webinar: May 14th - Balancing Leadership Responsibilities,
Results, and Relationships
June
e State Envirothon: June 2-4, 2025, Wilmington College, Clinton County
July
e National Envirothon: July 20-26, 2025, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, Mount
Royal University
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e Summer Supervisor School: July 27-29, 2025 - Cuyahoga Falls

Remember to visit the OASWCDE website for other events and training
opportunities.

If you would like to have your event added to the next newsletter please send
details to Sara Fehring by May 8th.

Sherry West Scholarship Winners

This year, the Sherry West Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Olivia Hawk and Garrett
Houin. Congratulations Olivia and Garrett!

Olivia Hawk

Olivia is the daughter of Nikki Hawk, OFSWCD. She
graduated from Fort Recovery High School in Fort
Recovery, Ohio, with Academic and Technical
Honors on her Diploma. She was involved as a Class
Officer, FFA Officer, NHS Officer, Senior Leader for
the Girls' Bowling Team, Co-Captain for the
Scholastic Bowl Team, and Section Leader in the
Marching Band. She was also involved in the
Yearbook Club senior year and participated in many
FFA CDEs that furthered her interest in agriculture.
Since graduating in 2022, she has continued her
education at The Ohio State University, where she is
currently involved in a few clubs. She is an active
member in Delight Ministries, a women's ministry,
AES (Agricultural Education Society), and ACT (Agricultural Communicators of
Tomorrow).

: v ' Garrett Houin

Garrett is the son of Jane Houin, Ashland SWCD.
: He is attending the Univeristy of Tennessee at
' Martin. He is a member of the Varsity Men's Rodeo
Team and the Agronomy Club, as well as working as
a resident assistant and being named to the
Chancellor's List with Highest Honors.
In high school, he was active in FFA and 4-H, winning state FFA proficiency
awards in Outrdoor Recreation, Diversified Livestock and Natrual Resources, and
Environmental Science. He served as fair king for the county fair and was a
member of the Holmes County Junior Fairboard for six years.

Employee and Board Member of the Year

———

Diane Yingst, Miami SWCD
Diane has been on the Miami SWCD
Board of Supervisors since 2010. She
never wavers in her support and
assistance and always shows
enthusiasm and participation in the
role of supervisor. Even though she
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is an equal partner in a very large
farming operation, she somehow
finds the time, energy, and
enthusiasm to assist the district in
events and programs.

Tawn Seimer, Pickaway SWCD
Tawn is the District Administrator
for the Pickaway SWCD and has
been the glue holding the Pickaway
SWCD office together for the past
25 years. Tawn started her career in
the SWCD world working for both
Soil & Water and NRCS in the
Pickaway Office. Over the years, she
has been a part of many local and
state SWCD initiatives, including
lending a helping hand with conservation plans, Envirothon Contests, H20hio
rollout, Annie’s Project for female land owners in Pickaway County, adult
workshops, summer camps, and so much more. Not only has Tawn been an
exceptional leader and role model of the Pickaway SWCD office, she also believes in
conservation work in her personal life.

OASWCDE Leadership Trainings

The Employees Association is partnering with WorkSpring to offer two virtual
leadership trainings; Balancing Leadership Responsibilities, Results &
Relationships and Effective Communication. Each hour long session will be hosted
via Zoom. Use the link below to register for the sessions you would like to attend.
Note that registration is limited to the first 50 attendees. You must be an Employee
Association member to attend. Not an OASWCDE Member? There is still time

to join.
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Employee

Association
Trainings

Balancing Leadershi Effective
Responsibilities, Results, Communication
& Relationships Session Session

Key Topics Covered
* Understand the Different
Communication Styles
* |dentify the Value of
Clarity in Communication
o Apply Critical Listening
Skills

Key Topics Covered
A Leader vs. A Manager

e |eadership Values

e Balancing Responsibilities
and Results
Nurturing Relationships

¢ Recognize the Power of
Non-Verbal
Communication

Webinar
May 14th @ 9:00am | 1Hour

Webinar
Nov. 12th @ 2:00am | 1Hour

OASWCDE Register:
www.oaswcde.org/leadership-

Yoy ’ . webinars
- on®'”  *Available to all OASWCDE Members

Dfoteq%\

ADP/TDP

Have you checked on the updated registration portal for TDP & ADP training
events? Be sure to check back regularly as new classes and training events become
available.

https://www.apps.agri.ohio.gov/SWCD/

Reminder: The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission has once again set
aside funds to cover the cost of TDP and ADP courses for SWCD staff for 2025.
SWCD staff will be able to sign up for ADP and TDP courses at no cost. This only
applies to SWCD staff. If you're an SWCD employee, please be sure to select
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“SWCD” under Agency when you register. This will set the course fees to $0.00.

Benefits of OASWCDE Membership

All Soil & Water Conservation District employees are considered members of the
Ohio Association of Soil & Water Conservation Employees, though only dues-
paying members are able to take full advantage of the benefits of membership.

The benefits of being a dues-paying member include:
e Ability to apply for scholarships
e Discounts for registration at select workshops
e Yearly membership gift

The 2025 membership form can be found here. The deadline for 2025 registration
is April 1, 2025. Now is a great time to renew or enroll your membership! (If they
don’t already, talk to your board about sponsoring membership into the Employee’s
Associations for your office!).

Welcome, New Hire!

Dylan McNabb
Muskingum SWCD
Forestry/Wildlife Specialist
Dylan.Mcnabb@muskingumswecd.org

As new staff members are added to your team please send an email and photo to Sara
Fehring. The goal is to highlight new staff members quarterly.

2024 Board of Directors

Area1
e Matthew Browne-Lucas SWCD
e Manuel Ley-Williams SWCD
Area 2
¢ Emma Farahay-Erie SWCD
e Chad Stang-Huron SWCD
Area 3
e Kayla Landefeld-Monroe SWCD
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e Tayler Coy-Licking SWCD
Area g

e Kelly Crout-Butler SWCD

e Sara Fehring-Hamilton County CD
Area 5

e Brad Hughes-Pickaway SWCD

e Vacant

Visit our website for:

Membership Forms

By-laws

Scholarships and Awards

Ohio Conservation Partnership
Administrative Areas
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